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Inside the July issue of our newsletter is an insert regarding flood 
protection information, something we publish every year during our storm 
season.  I urge you to familiarize yourself with this information since 
flood protection should be a primary concern of all residents. Additional 
resources are available on our website, www.bayharborislands.net.

Keeping our storm drains clear, reinforcing sea walls, elevating air 
conditioning compressors and taking steps to secure our homes are all 
examples of how we can protect our Town from rising water.  

In the tradition of discussing the environment every summer, I will 
be asking for a proposal to promote Leadership in Energy & Environment 
Design (LEED) certified homes and buildings in Bay Harbor Islands.  
LEED certification is the standard of green building and encouraging 
property owners to develop structures that promote sustainability will improve our 
quality of life in Town and on Earth for ourselves and future generations.

In addition, Bay Harbor Islands recently hosted the June meeting of the Miami-
Dade County Historic Preservation Board in our Council Chambers.  The Preservation 
Board presented a survey they completed reviewing the properties on our East Island, 
discussing the architectural details and history of the multi-family buildings.  The 
survey will be discussed further at future workshops to be held by the County in the 
upcoming months.  The discussion of designation of properties on the East Island will 
be brought back before their Board in September. 

Last, but not least, with summer vacation upon us and children playing outside, 
please use caution while driving through the streets of our Town.
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Scholars From Bay Harbor Islands Honored 
As is the tradition of the Town, the 

Bay Harbor Islands Council recognized 
the achievements of outstanding 
resident students at the June 8 meeting. 
In addition to each being named 
Students of the Year, the junior Miami 
Beach High School awardee also receives 
a $1,000 cash prize. 

At right (L-R) Margherita Tonini, from 
Miami Beach High School, Mayor Jordan 
W. Leonard and Ian Krupkin, from Ruth 

K. Broad Bay Harbor K-8 Center. Far 
right: Leah Chepenik, Student of the Year 

from Nautilus Middle School. 

County Preservation Board  
Meets at BHI 

The PTA at Ruth K. Broad K-8 Center launched a 
“Scoop the Poop” campaign to encourage residents to 
pick up after their pets, particularly on sidewalks and 
swales that surround the school. This effort will help 
keep pet waste away from the students, school and 
playgrounds. 

The Town of Bay Harbor Islands has installed 
several extra Doggy Bag stations around the school 
perimeter and police officers have stepped up 
enforcement. Animal waste may contain harmful 
organisms that can be transmitted to other animals and 
humans. The stormwater carries pet waste directly into 
waterways.

School PTA Launch “Scoop the Poop” Campaign

Above are the Ruth K. Broad school children who won a contest to 
design “Scoop the Poop” posters. The winning posters were printed on 
weatherproof boards and posted around the school. 

Bay Harbor Islands Hosts 
Miami-Dade League Of Cities 

Bay Harbor Islands officials hosted the recent meeting of the 
Miami-Dade League of Cities (MDCLC) held at the Sea View 
Hotel. BHI has a tradition of leadership in the organization:

Council Member Isaac Salver is a Past President and the 
League Appointee to the Children’s Trust, serving as the Trust’s 
Treasurer.  Mayor Jordan W. Leonard is the current Third Vice 
President, and Council Member Robert Yaffe serves on the 
Miami-Dade County Board of Rules and Appeals.

Council member Isaac Salver (L) and Mayor Jordan W. Leonard 
help lead the May MDCLC meeting.  

A full house greeted the Board and staff of the Miami-Dade 
Office of Historic Preservation meeting in the Bay Harbor 
Islands Council Chambers. The Preservation Board presented 
a recent survey of east island properties and took public com-
ment. Additional meetings will take place in coming months. 
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Because Bay Harbor Islands lies entirely in a 
floodplain, the Town is required to have floodplain 
management ordinances.  These ordinances, which 
were adopted in 1993 and subsequently updated in 
2009, allow the Town to participate in the National Flood 
Insurance Program (NFIP).  The Town’s participation in the 
NFIP enables property owners to obtain flood insurance.  
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has 
determined that incorporated municipalities in Miami-
Dade County should be considered separately to insure 
better compliance with NFIP regulations.

Additionally, the Town has applied for and received 
classification in the NFIP’s Community Rating System 
(CRS).  As a result of the Town’s participation in the CRS 
and its efforts to achieve higher ratings, residents may 
be able to see a discount in flood insurance premiums.  
You can help our standing in this program by providing 
the Town’s Building Department with a flood elevation 
certificate for your property.  

Local Flood Hazard
This information is being provided to you because 

the entire Town is in a flood hazard area, which means all 
properties located with the Town (including yours!) are 
in the flood hazard area.  It is imperative that you know 
what to do to minimize flood damage.  Since Bay Harbor 
Islands is comprised of two barrier islands surrounded by 
Biscayne Bay, a storm surge may flood the entire Town.  
Any storm surges experienced here will most likely be as 
a result of a hurricane or tropical storm. 

Town Flood Services
To assist residents in understanding the National 

Flood Insurance Program and the effects on construction, 
remodeling and maintaining buildings, the Town 
offers the following services; map determination 
(determining the correct base flood elevation for 
specific properties), consultations on the FEMA 50% 
rule, site specific elevations for mechanical equipment, 
elevation certificates, general information and brochures.  
Additionally, staff will visit properties upon request 
to review its flood problem and explain ways to stop 
flooding or prevent flood damage.  For further assistance 
please stop by the Town’s Building Department (located 
on the second floor of Town Hall) or call them at 305-993-
1786. 

Drainage System Maintenance
A serious risk to the safety of residents is the blockage 

of catch basins by debris which prevents proper drainage 
of storm water.  The Town sweeps the streets on a weekly 
basis and monitors all catch basins after each storm 
event.  As a resident you can help by not placing lawn 
cuttings or any other debris out by the curbside on the 

Town of Bay Harbor Islands

Flood Protection 
Information

weekend.  This is a violation of Section 9-23 of the Town 
Code.  If you see or know of anyone illegally dumping 
materials/debris into any catch basins within the Town or 
tampering with any part of the Town’s drainage system, 
please contact Town Hall immediately at 305-866-6241.  

Flood Safety
• Do not walk through flowing water! Drowning is 
the number one cause of flood deaths, mostly during 
flash floods.  Currents can be deceptive; six inches of 
moving water can knock you off your feet.  If you walk in 
standing water, use a pole or stick to ensure the ground 
is still there.
• Do not drive through a flooded area!  More people 
drown in their cars than anywhere else.  Do not drive 
around road barriers as the road or bridge may be 
washed out.
• Stay away from power lines and electrical 
wires!  The number two flood killer after drowning is 
electrocution.  Electrical current can travel through 
water.  Immediately report downed power lines to 
Florida Power & Light (FPL) or to the Town’s Police 
Department.
• Have your electricity turned off by FPL!  Some 
appliances such, as television sets, keep electrical 
charges even after they have been unplugged.  Don’t 
use appliances or motors that have been wet unless 
they have been taken apart, cleaned and dried.  
• Look out for animals, especially snakes! Small 
animals that have been flooded out of their homes may 
seek shelter in yours.  Use a pole or a stick to poke and 
turn things over and scare away small animals.  
• Look before you step!  After a flood, the ground and 
floors are covered with debris including broken bottles 
and nails.  Floors and stairs that have been covered with 
mud can be very slippery.
•Be alert for gas leaks!  Use a flashlight to inspect for 
damage.  Don’t smoke or use candles, lanterns, or open 
flames until the gas has been turned off and the area 
has been ventilated.  

Flood Warning System
In cases where flooding might occur during 

emergency situation, the following local radio and 
television stations will provide critical information as part 
of the Emergency Broadcast System:
WIOD-610 AM (E)	 WFOR-CH 4 (E)	 WQBA-1140 AM (S)	
	 WTVJ-CH 6 (E)	 WINZ-940 AM (E)	
WSVN-CH 7 (E)
WAQI-710 AM (S)	 WPLG-CH 10 (E)	 WLTV-CH 23 (S)
(E) English Language Broadcast        (S) Spanish Language 
Broadcast

Emergency information covering emergency 
procedures and evacuation routes is available 
through the Miami-Dade County Office of Emergency 
Management located at 9300 NW 4 Street, Miami, Florida 
33178 and the telephone number is 305-468-5400. In 
the event of a hurricane, all residents of Bay Harbor 
Islands are required to evacuate when ordered by the 
mayor of Miami-Dade County.  Shelter information will 
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Town Hall: 305-866-6241	 Library: 305-682-0726
DERM: 305-375-3376	 FEMA: 404-853-4408
South Florida Water Management: 407-687-6966
State NFIP Coordinator: 904-487-4915

Detailed information concerning flood preparedness and 
insurance is available at: Miami-Dade County Library, Sunny 
Isles Beach Branch in the Reference Section • 18070 Collins 
Avenue, Sunny Isles Beach, FL 33160 305-682-0726

 Flood Proofing
The term “flood proofing” means physical alterations 

to your building that improve the ability of property and 
structures to withstand the damages caused by flooding.  
You need to prepare your own emergency list of activities 
and procedures to follow in case of a flood, tropical storm or 
hurricane.  Information is available at Town Hall, the Miami 
Dade County Office of Emergency Management and at the local 
library.  You must take action now to minimize losses to your 
property and possessions.  

There are a number of ways to flood proof your structure.  
Some of the possible solutions are flood panels, earthen berms, 
flood walls and elevating structures.  Additional information 
can be found in the reference section of the library in the book 
“Retrofitting Flood Prone Residential Structures.”  Flood proofing 
measures taken by property owners can reduce the cost of 
flood insurance.  

Since the Town is subject to hurricanes and tropical storms, 
storm shutters should be obtained for all doors and window 
openings on your building.  All garage doors should be checked 
and reinforced if necessary.  Please note that a building permit 
will be required for the installation of shutters.  

Dry Flood Proofing 
Dry flood proofing includes sealing or waterproofing with 

special materials and compounds which provide a chemical 
or physical barrier against water intrusion during times of 
flooding.  Information on this can also be found in the reference 
section at the local library.  

Floodplain Development
The Town of Bay Harbor Islands has a flood damage 

prevention ordinance that governs all development within the 
Town.  This ordinance complies with the requirements of the 
National Flood Insurance Program and applicable state law.  
Cumulative substantial improvement over a five year period is 
contained in the ordinance.  Work that exceeds 50% of the value 
of the structure in five years triggers additional requirements.  
The NFIP requires that if the cost of reconstruction, 
rehabilitation, addition or other improvements to a building 
equals or exceeds 50% of the building’s market value, then 
the building must meet the same construction requirements 
as a new building.  Substantially damaged buildings must be 
brought up to the same standards (e.g., a residence damaged so 
that the cost of repairs equals or exceeds 50% of the buildings 
value before it was damaged must be elevated above the base 
flood elevation).

Since the Town lies completely in a special flood hazard 
area surrounded by Biscayne Bay, all development and 
improvements require permitting from the Town of Bay Harbor 

Islands Building Department.  This is to insure that proposed 
development and improvements meet all existing codes for 
the work contemplated.  This includes buildings, fences, slabs, 
pools, sprinklers, air-conditioners, excavations, grading and 
filling.  In fact, any work that has a value of $100.00 or more must 
have a permit.  If you are considering doing any work to your 
property, please contact the Town’s Building Department for a 
free consultation.  All work must have a permit card prominently 
displayed on the building or work site.    

Anyone who sees construction work being performed and 
does not see a permit card should contact the Town’s Building 
Department as soon as possible.    

Flood Insurance
Always carry flood insurance!  Regular homeowner’s 

insurance does not cover flood losses, but during the life of an 
average mortgage, residents have a 26% chance of experiencing 
a major flood disaster during the life of a 30 year mortgage.  Flood 
insurance through the NFIP is available by contacting a licensed 
property and casualty insurance broker.  Limits to coverage are 
$250,000 for residential structures and $500,000 for commercial 
structures.  If you are currently covered, double-check that the 
building coverage is adequate and make sure you have contents 
insurance.  Contents insurance can also be purchased with a 
separate premium under the same policy.  Limits to contents 
coverage are $100,000 for residential and $500,000 for non-
residential.  Please note: when purchasing flood insurance, there 
is a 30-day waiting period before the policy takes effect, so plan 
ahead!
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Summer Camp Is Underway! 2015
SUMMER

Enjoy a wide variety of recreational activities, including arts and crafts, sports, 
games, Friday field trips and more. Each camper will experience a safe, 

positive and enriching environment at Ruth K. Broad Bay Harbor K-8 Center’s 
Middle School,1265 93rd Street, Bay Harbor Islands.

A LIMITED NUMBER OF SPACES ARE AVAILABLE. 
CALL TODAY.  

For more information or to register, contact Town Hall at (305) 866-6241
 

Bike Rodeo Promotes 
Safety and Pedal Power 

Dozens of young bicycle riders attended Bay Harbor 
Islands Police Department’s Second Annual Bicycle 
Safety Rodeo and a “Bike with Chief Hemingway” 
ride at the Ruth K. Broad Bay Harbor K-8 Center 
on Saturday. May 30, 2015. Bicycle officers from 
other municipalities also participated in the fun and 
informative event.  

Youngsters line up and strap on their helmets in preparation 
of the “Bike with Chief Hemingway.” 

(The Chief is at the far right.) 

Newsletter to Accept 
Advertising 

Attention Bay Harbor Islands 
businesses: The Town newsletter 
will soon be accepting advertising, 
offering an affordable option for 
merchants and service providers to 
reach BHI residents and promote 
their services and products.

Note that advertising is only 
available to businesses having 
current Bay Harbor Island business 
tax receipts and with a physical 
address in the BHI business 

district. 
Contracts are now available for one-quarter page ($150), 

half-page ($300) and full page ($600) ads. Advertisement 
fees must be paid prior to publication. Ads must be high-
resolution, digital format. The Town reserves the right to 
refuse any advertising for any reason. Political ads will not be 
accepted. 

For more information on rates and specifications, contact 
Bridget Morin at (305) 866-6241 or visit 			

Upcoming Meetings
The Town Council welcomes your attendance at meetings. Regular 
Council meetings are scheduled for the second Monday of the 
month at 7 pm and the regular scheduled Planning & Zoning 
Board meetings are scheduled for the first and third Tuesday at 6 
pm. To confirm all dates and times, contact the Town Clerk’s Office 
at 305-866-6241. All meetings, unless regarding topics specifically 
exempt by state law, are open to the public.

The following future meeting dates are tentative and subject to 
change. Check the Town’s website, www.bayharborislands.org.

Committee meeting dates and times to be announced. 
ALL DATES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

•	 Planning & Zoning Board – Tuesday, July 7 at 7 p.m.

              NO REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING IN JULY
•	 Planning & Zoning Board – Tuesday, July 21 at 7 p.m.

• 	 Regular Council Meetings:  August 10, September 16  and 		
	 October 13, 2015 	  
• 	 Planning & Zoning Board Meetings:  August 4  & 18;	 September 8 & 22  	
	 and  October 6 & 20, 2015
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Highlights of the June 8 Council Meeting
•	 Approval of an emergency ordinance on first & second reading amending Section 12-16 of the Town Code to change the 	
	 allowed hours of construction and to prohibit construction on Saturdays. 
•	 Approval of an ordinance on first reading amending the Town CodeSection 19-25 to prohibiting the parking of trailers, 	
	 boats, recreationalvehicles, mobile homes, and stretched out vehicles within the Town unless fully enclosed in a garage or 	
	 other structure. 
•	 Approval  of a Resolution requested by Vice Mayor Bruder supporting Bay Harbor Continental, Inc. in its appeal of the 	
	 April 15th decision of the Miami Dade County Historic Preservation Board to designate the property as a historic site. 
•	 Approval  of a Resolution adopting the Miami-Dade County Local Mitigation Strategy in accordance with the National 	
	 Flood Insurance  Program’s Community rating system requirements. 
•	 Approval of the Ruth K. Broad K-8 Center Nurse Initiative Memorandum of understanding to provide funding and for 	
	 the implementation of a Nurse Initiative for the school year 2015-2016.

•	 Consideration and Approval of an ordinance on second reading amending the Town Code Section 19-25 to prohibiting 	
	 the parking of trailers, boats, recreational vehicles, mobile homes, and stretched out vehicles within the Town unless fully 	
	 enclosed in a garage or other structure. 
•	 Discussion requested by Council Member Reid regarding possible amendments to the Town Code for the regulation of 	
	 below grade parking garages and vehicle parking lifts. 
•	 Discussion requested by Town Manager Wasson regarding the possibility of amending the Town Code for consistency 	
	 requiring submittal of final working plans for approved projects within 12 months and allow a one-time extension of 180 	
	 days to be granted by the Town Manager. 

At the time of printing.The topics listed below are anticipated for discussion or possible action. All items are subject to change. 

Discussion Items for August 10 Council Meeting


